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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a Final Action for application no. 09/874,676 in response to the 
amendment filed on October 24, 2005 where in claims 6, 7, 10-12, 15-18, 22-25 and 27- 
30. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed October 24, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. In regards to the applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of 
claim 25, the applicant states that Passman and Jones do not teach the feature 
"wherein said server further classifies said video information in public information 
accessible to all of said plurality of display sources and private information accessible to 
only a selected number of said plurality of display sources." As shown in Figure 9, it is 
clearly shown that the devices and users are divided into groups. Since the video 
information is provided by a device or user only to a device or user within the same 
group it would have been obvious that the devices and users are classified as public 
(Group T3 in Figure 9) or private (Groups T1 and T2 in Figure 9). It is suggested by the 
examiner that the claims be amended to further embody the disclosed invention in order 
to overcome the Prior Art. For example, including the limitations already indicated as 
allowable. 

In regards to the applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claims 27 and 
29, the applicant argues the motivation to combine the references. The applicant 
further argues the combination would not teach cameras in a vehicle directed to areas 
outside the vehicle. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to 
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combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be 
established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the 
claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so 
found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one 
of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1 071 , 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1988)and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, 
Passman teaches a camera system for a bus where in there is an interior camera for 
viewing inside the bus. Schmidt teaches not only the viewing inside the bus but the 
additional use of cameras to view the outside of the bus (Col 10 Lines 28-35). The 
outside view is used for the additional features of preventing vehicles from passing a 
boarding bus and providing views of blind spots. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the interior 
viewing system of Passman with the viewing system of Schmidt in order to provide the 
ability to not only view the interior of the vehicle but also the exterior as taught by 
Schmidt. The examiner views the exterior viewing cameras of Schmidt to be "disposed 
in one of said vehicles" as the cameras are placed within housings (Fig. 6) which are a 
part of the vehicle (30 and 70, Fig. 3). It is suggest by the examiner that the claim be 
amended in order to specifically claim the applicant's invention. 

In regards to the applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claims 15, 17, 
18, 22, 23, and 24 the applicant argues there is not suggestion to combine. The 
examiner would like to note that claims 15, 17 and 18 are dependent upon a cancelled 
claim. Further, it is assumed that the claims are suppose to be claimed to independent 
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claim 12 which is in condition for allowance. The applicant argues that " the examiner 
posits that multiple cameras could be used, for example to monitor the driver as well as 
students on the bus." This argument is irrelevant to the claims as claims 22, 23 and 24 
do not require such a feature. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 15, 17, and 18 recites the limitation 'The method" in claim 14. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 14 was cancelled by 
the applicant in the amendment filed on October 24, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22, 23, 24 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent 6,636,256 to Passman et al. in view of US Patent 
Application Publication US 2001/0032335 to Jones, US Patent 5,917,405 to Joao and 
further in view of US Patent 6,675,386 to Hendricks, 
[claims 22, 23 and 24] 

As shown in Figure 1 , Passman teaches a communications system, comprising a 
plurality of vehicles;' a plurality of web cameras, each of said cameras being disposed in 
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one of said vehicles and being active when the vehicle is running (note: each 
vehicle(102) contains a camera (101)). Passman further teaches the means for 
transmitting information from said vehicles via a wireless network, said transmitted . 
information including video information from said web cameras. Passman further 
teaches a server (108, Fig. 1) for receiving the video information and providing a 
plurality of images for viewing by a plurality of communication system users (122) (Col 3 
Lines 9-25 and Col 4 Lines 30-35). Passman does not specifically teach the use of an 
identifier for each of said web cams. Jones teaches a similar network based camera 
system as depicted in Figure 7. Jones further teaches providing each camera a specific 
identifier (Pages 10-11 Paragraphs [0130]-[0132], Page 15 Paragraphs [0215]-[0219]). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the system of Passman with the identifier of Jones in order to access the 
camera over a network as taught by Jones. 

As shown in Figure 6, Jones further teaches the selection of a remote camera 
(steps 60 and 61 ) (Page 5 Paragraph [0059], Page 8 Paragraph [0091]). Jones does 
not specifically teach the entering of user-selected parameters. Hendricks discloses a 
web based network of video cameras that are disposed in remote areas See figure 8B. 
The user is capable of searching for predetermined parameters such as cameras in a 
particular location. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to search for any pertinent information to view the activity 
in a particular location fitting the parameters, 
[claim 30] 
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Jones further teaches the cameras are forward facing in relation to the housings 
for the cameras (Col 3 Line 60-Col 4 Line 43, Col 5 Lines 33-39, Figs 2, 4, 5, and 6). 
Note the camera in Figure 5 is positioned in order to be facing forward as it is facing the 
same direction as the front mirror surface (46). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have forward facing cameras in 
order to obtain images of passengers and blind-spots as taught by Jones. 

Claims 25 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent 6,636,256 to Passman et al. in view of US Patent Application 
Publication US 2001/0032335 to Jones, 
[claims 25 and 28] 

As shown in Figure 1, Passman teaches a communications system, comprising a 
plurality of vehicles; a plurality of web cameras, each of said cameras being disposed in 
one of said vehicles and being active when the vehicle is running (note: each 
vehicle(1 02) contains a camera (1 01 )). Passman further teaches the means for 
transmitting information from said vehicles via a wireless network, said transmitted 
information including video information from said web cameras. Passman further 
teaches a server (108, Fig. 1 ) for receiving the video information and providing a 
plurality of images for viewing by a plurality of communication system users (122) (Col 3 
Lines 9-25 and Col 4 Lines 30-35). Passman does not specifically teach the use of an 
identifier for each of said web cams. Jones teaches a similar network based camera 
system as depicted in Figure 7. Jones further teaches providing each camera a specific 
identifier (Pages 10-11 Paragraphs [0130]-[0132], Page 15 Paragraphs [0215]-[0219]). 
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As shown in Figure 9, Jones teaches the classifying of the video as public or private by 
putting the devices and users into groups (Page 7 Paragraphs [0075]-[0081]). Jones 
further requires the use of a password in order to allow the user to have access as 
required by claim 28 (Page 5 Paragraph [0065]). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine the system of Passman 
with the identifier of Jones in order to access the camera over a network as taught by 
Jones. 

Claims 27 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent 6,636,256 to Passman et al. in view of US Patent Application 
Publication US 2001/0032335 to Jones and further in view of US Patent 5,793,420 to 
Schmidt. 

[claims 27 and 29] 

As shown in Figure 1, Passman teaches a communications system, comprising a 
plurality of vehicles; a plurality of web cameras, each of said cameras being disposed in 
one of said vehicles and being active when the vehicle is running (note: each 
vehicle(102) contains a camera (101)). Passman further teaches the means for 
transmitting information from said vehicles via a wireless network, said transmitted 
information including video information from said web cameras. Passman further 
teaches a server (108, Fig. 1) for receiving the video information and providing a 
plurality of images for viewing by a plurality of communication system users (122) (Col 3 
Lines 9-25 and Col 4 Lines 30-35). Passman does not specifically teach the use of an 
identifier for each of said web cams. Jones teaches a similar network based camera 
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system as depicted in Figure 7. Jones further teaches providing each camera a specific 
identifier (Pages 10-11 Paragraphs [0130]-[0132], Page 15 Paragraphs [0215]-[0219]). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the system of Passman with the identifier of Jones in order to access the 
camera over a network as taught by Jones. 

Passman teaches the use of the system in order to prevent violence between 
students on school buses (Col 1 Lines 29-36 and Col 6 Lines 16-25). Passman does 
not teach the use of cameras directed towards areas outside said vehicle. Schmidt 
teaches the use of a plurality of cameras positioned in order to observe the outside of a 
school bus to prevent vehicles from passing a boarding bus and provided views of blind 
spots in addition to an interior viewing camera (Col 1 Lines 32-67, Col 4 Line 65-Col 5 
Line 15, Col 10 Lines 28-35, Fig. 3). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to combine the system of Passman and Jones with 
the cameras of Schmidt in order to provide viewing of unlawful acts and blind spots as 
taught by Schmidt. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, and 16 allowed. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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